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Oi'i 7 Deceraber 199T> the Oi'ii f,Gex'r:um Pi'esa A{';eucy) reported Tro-n Dorm timt 
P/;'Ote.‘;tan;> .!oailei*s frora a.3.1 itindeataf^ .Cactions had: rret that dc?.y iiador tha 
chaiiananship' o£ Dundestac pi'esidontj Dr. Heimmi Khlers. The dispatch 
added the 
of chi.irch 
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— — _ — ^ j. .. j w 4 a u..d.(: 7 'vct 

ed that t..o aiaetinf; had no political sif'nificarice and that only tox>ic£ 
churoh -inten'est v/ere discussed. ■ . ■ 

■r-.onver-sa.tion ;.iUi « filend a fev.'’ days later, ililers ^ave -aie follavv-inr.; 

that i'rot' 3 sta.nt deputies from most c'.f -ihe 
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/.e-r -xaes .iiHve- .uat, •.o;;ethai‘ T/aSjin his cpiiixon, of considerable political, fii- 
;vi..!?;Vcar.ce. The me e tin-; v;as ouf'cestod and cail.od by the president of the 
bvanrulical C.hurei,'. Conforcracc, von Tliadden - Ti>ienlaff and he, Ehlers, ..ivd.-; 
(".lad - ..o j_u*j olj,ico <j.t liis cij. 3 posax. ,~xTCh^; tnose nx*esent xvere the foJ_‘" 
loninr;: Dr. luxbert' ( lT/U), Johannes tunae (CDU), Arno Eennif/ (.'UY 

iVita ten.^el (SPD), Dr. iians tellliausen (FDP), and Adolf von Thadden (”dRP).. 
“'ho 3 .S ci ;j ovjp— oi’o Jioi' or fche Chui*ch Coniei'sncs president. Fortner Inixeriox' 
;.C.jii 5 .;fex- Dr , Gustav ileinomann vias invited but did not corae. 
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to hold sirnilai' ’VieetLnfs in the futui's v/ith church leadei'c 
■vns of all parties attendiixp, at four to six v;eeks intex-vals.. 
or,:; political and clmvch topics. ■ ■ ' 

ro ..lesczlbc/d by Ehlers as cQncx’eta results of the 7 Decc:?;'; 
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; Tixe deputies at-borjdiv:^^ the 7 December neetins have aKi’ood. to devote ' 
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' 95'22.T.lon of a coiv-.tcpoirl-xt po alloftcdly oxxo-sided Catiiolic ixiflucxxce o;,i 
< ’clxe pclicic:'j cf‘ th.o -’'’edoral, Govonyiient. • 
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i-.!?.!L!‘.';v-.-y sair! iliat there v;as iio tmth in the reports that heincnanri 
■nteuriad to, ostffolish a i’rotostant . arty; iio siifyoctod Uiat I.ei lanann riipht 
i:avn boor. :xtsnn':!ei-5toa' , It ^;as true biiat llei;ic.na;in intended to increase 
•i^jatly !iis political activities, but he vail ;lc;i’i;iitely re.iain in the CD’j 
•s icnp as tlie party coritinuos as an all-Chilstian rather than a Catholic 
iai-t..-, II' the CDU v.-ei-o to ta :c an c::clusively Catholic line he, too, ivoiild 
• rro:.i tlie pai’ty, the president of the unleolzip’ stated. 

itii I'eferonce to hGineaann, Dr. idilers naric the follov.in'- co-anents: 
einooruvi v.as disappointed that his resi,-; nation had no preat political ef- 
eet in tiio Cn'J„ 'I'hc fact is that within the CDU liei!io:nann never had -inch 
jxi’luenco. On fne otiier hand, a-nonr the active Protestants, esr-eciallj'- in 
..•!>{> CVJ' (Cl.rlstiich-or- Voa-eiu Junpor .-annor - Yo’Uif 'en’s Christian Asso- 
iation), iiein.ena ;u is one of the -'.ost influential, ixjrhav.s tJie :r.ost in- , 
'.‘iuential parson, Heinemann would have little success with a iiow political 
>ai’tv. He can, Iiov.-ever, create trends anonn the Protestants ;-;hlc}i v;buld 
vndovihtedly effect, not. always directly, the policies of the Cr>'h Dr. Dhlors 
.Hrinted to tlie i-ecent Convention of f rotes tnnt 'on (llvan'^jischor Vannortaf) 
here lisincnann Jiiid made a preat i'lru’ossion, especially a*:ton." the youny 









